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> TRIPOLI GRATES DISCOVERED 

(J.O.) rap. 


Wars which, have besii 

^eoyiarod in Tripoli, North Africa, ^ centuij^ and a half have been 

Ih^.S^ whc were killsd Ic the ewploelon' cl 

In Tripoli with th. hSlp ^ ">• 

•nil wns bagno ly the SUte Bepartnent in 193 ^ *^ “ ^“““‘aklijg search 

t»?lw”f*Ji;tSrSs“cf°^SJws‘ir'S^T' ‘hrongh hundreds of 

.tot, to the fadt that the boSiS “?*’ 

T^fashed ashore after th® ^ asibly six which were mentioned 

i^^on dlscov.r.d, a high- 

Officers and men P'id toelr rfi^f Mediterranean 

^^^rday'a V^yy before they were ot 

now plainly marked. tlio last time, their 

sft.ii:?*'* i®eetldn of the five bodies afW «n *k 
i^y'djag ctlc and harloc ohoot.w.V r!?!Lf^-“'”°.y.«‘‘" «“ 11 , to mind one of the 
^**““*Hcirrive of tfie thirieeiTISiyio'T;: — The thirteen officers 
^th on a Msalon which JHk «>‘l“ 

^d.hawa-hloTO half the Tripolitan flen into spllrtS:. “ '““'“''“I... 

S**?* i” »«" “'•>o«d close Wether 

8 #^«fc volunteS; JJrS b.“ ni\nirTh.'^r*c'^- Srcr^r 

JT ehlp. trauld undoubteS^ ha« been^St '"^«d, mary of w 

Pwted ...tie might ha^«1.5",“”da^.*S: 

tefesdore Edward "prablej^rto at'w- tSs^* I'inast tradition of the U. s. Nnvy. 

pn. In «Wltloi, there wal ai Jeart o™ owi 1 " 

in Tripoli, a prisoner of the ene^rv in th^ p^”>, Icnev, a man who at the 

f| 5 hs outside., ^ ^ “ ‘^® smuggled his idea to Preble 

irf’ e. 'V " ■ - , ■ 

|l^hi 8 Shlp*”toe^fri^* 5 rs?s? PHILADELMU ^ Tripolitan pirates 

m§, while chasii^ a smaaier ene^ shin some i>ir.+h^ agrounc on some unchartered 
^captured intact by the enesy^Tnd B^i^Sw! before. The PHILADELPHIA had 
. * of the TripolltaJs. Obey weJrhLe'oitf into the 

||Bntally, they had an excellent view of thj Prison, from where. 
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In orison. Bninbrldge had- been able to get the confidence of Mlcholaa Nlssen, 
coiJS’l^TrlpoU. Through Klssen, Btiobriag. 
of prison, letters which carried an innocuous messe^e in regular ink and . 
Sfsa^gi written between the lines- In which 

Wked eye. V^en a match was run unoer the paper by Preble, the mebsage f| 

showed up. ■ ■ ' • 

thfoui-h Nissan that Balnhrldge.iad been eble to get a neesage to Preble 
the plan of eendli« a fireship Into the harhor laden rltt high eaploalTea, 
S^^a^^lod“d aaong thS eneny shlpplm. Aocordlng to the plan, the aoluntaer 
^iM-^ N^tr^n thf fireship should escape out of the harbor In small boat, 
applying the match to the train. 


S^rabla had tried this type of hit-«id-run tactic before, and it had paid off 

;:MS:n:?tS'5HS^TSHiA. 

t*ic^^erlng her useless to the Tripolltense 

B iktenv of the officers and men who lost their lives v.-hen the INTHE^p exploded 

Se crew “ volunteers who had entered the harbor that ^ght to board 

burn thi^HILADELPHIA. In a fierce battle, they had 

.thin killed roost of her enemy crew and burned her to the waterline. The 
if^r of^that earlier encounter was another early .bnericsn Kaval Hero, ctephen 

Slbatur. 

©w’ Preble decided to tiy these tectics once roore, tactics to some used 

bj-' the* British and .bnerican commandos and raiders in \?orld bar II. He put 
Sklnbridge’s' idea into action. 

* g. chb..'the ketch IllTREPID for the mission. The IMTESPID had been captvtted 
Wlglnally from the Tripolitans in a runnir^ engagement in the open sea and ^®®” 
poawrted^to an American man-of-rar. Perhaps Preble thought that by using a ^Ip 
whose lines would be familiar to the Tripolitans and by sending her into the harbor 
oh A black nirht as a friendly merchentman, he could disguise the true purpose of the 
flr^eSip! S'-V ev“n“hS ^hose the lUTsiPTD and ordered her to he fitted out a. 

itHoating incendiary bomb. 

. • A H>eclal compartment me built Into the hold of the ’■‘f 

Bfilnaast. One hundred barrels (approximately 15,000 pounds of powder in bulk) were 
SS in the hold. On top of this lethal load, 100 thi^een-inch and rdne-lnch 
%ell» were stacked, loaded and fused, and ready for action. 

' ' L tuba was ran from the powder and shells to another compartment aft in the ship, 
inside the tube was laid a train calculated to burn for fifteen minutes— t^ for 
volunteer crew to escape from the doomed ship. The compar -ment aft was filled 
cimbLtibles which were to set afire, in turn setting 
.|ks thought that the fire in the after compartment would keep uny bo-rders off the 

'dlilp until it was too late. 

Bl.uteD.ut lillium Somers, captain of the brig OSS TILUS res chos« es ^ maD 
flreshio or "inferno,” as it vr&s then called, Into the harbor. Somers 

ted^^i^itted himself well in a battle with eneny gunboats o^ a few we^s 

;v;^n they heard that Somers was to lead the aission, the entire crew of the KAUTILJS 

abked to accompaiiy their captaine 
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I Willi'’ m^Keith^Rn^J^ Thoraas Topllna, 

“P°” Ms =rew the seriousness end heaw risk of the eertur. 
to each and even' man the chance to stp-o- >sbVi4ts^ *r u ^ venture c^nd 

t^h seamen voiced his determination to ero i r+^+v^f ’^‘‘ished. But each of the 

Jfthd CONSTITUTION v^ith a joke on^thei^^lips.^ respective ships KAUTILDS 

■f. ".ttnd boys* I " one said according to the diary of a ^hiotLo+n j 

A*# us uhen you get homel" ' ^ ^ -hlpm^te, "give a good account 

- ■ • ■ 

id :Z P«Sfde"el";d thet*now‘’i!rL“^t 4 

neighed anchor and got undereay. T»o of the LsUst^^onlM boats°in^*h IiaKPID 
accompanied her to take off the crew afti^r +Vlo^r v,^,? scuadron 

:»»S had lighted the coabustlbles? ^''’iP -tte luu-bor 

and^Se^MUtlSs ^ ^arbor entrance hy the brigs USS ARGOS, USS VlXiH 

d43u tine ilAuXILJSe These vessels thez) turned back but rtaTr'^*?r^ri n-nv o4* u - ^ 

tho result and to pick up the rowir^ boats upor^he?; rltc^n ^ 

; Ever/tblng seemed favorable for the success of the mission exceot thi^t threes, 
ripolitan gunboats vjere seen hovering about the h*^rbnr lant-r n/^o + 4.1 ^ 

hlpe disappeared, and the IMTSEPIB 3 p«°S^ea In ih^L^S“ 2 ? a ‘"’"Y 

«n bnund for an anohorago In the hnrSr: “ frlercly nerchant- 

^ .It vran a dark nlght| according to the eye-^.itnessea ruT^iT’^Tn . 

lost to sight to most of those who stood watching on the dee’ q of t*n soon 

outside the harbor. The fireshio entered tt^Wbo? Int tt%L/ 
anchored ships of war of the Bashaw's ?!Lt. stJ^Jr^nuL; 

noise than the lap of the waves. ’ minutes elapsed with no more 

_ ^Sudde^y, the sound of guns firing could be heard by the men Tatchinir from +v,o 
j 2 bnr°S„- a Jarring erploel,n /evcrberaLd SSh S 

^pfln ?hrL^.“ “ “Sht outlined the INTRcpip 

I o Lieutenant Charles 0. Ridgely was Intently watching the spectacle -Uh r^trhf 
ol';thre 5 los“L’^''‘’^° “ooMloo. Her la hL des'crlptton 

|:Sei:n"^;S^’e“?ySlS !?S' 

y|lled in a darkness of double gloom. On board the MAUTILUS, thf^silSa^T'deatr"^ 


_ -3 
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•hor;. To old So SSS 2 Sl bSS Sf’oS.'r'''"^ f”“ oa^ 

■if tho appearance of which, hnndrede of shot from an" ^^®”***to si'e'® a llfht, upon 
;; callhre. from the hatterles SS ILSSjuf heavy 

tten not: one thoud^it and one feellnr alone haf S"* ^'tt we heeded 

/reservation of ScSers and hi. Sew!^ Possession of our eouls-the 

elSllSSSthrSarSe* i>«®®->c.rt«l 

lighted lanterns hnn^ thSSSS oSr S. 

almost touched the wft.r ?, f" • S', "‘11 their head. 

position In whlchSH^^I ^o" S I " a •‘ C H »t 

iTarthest oa a dark Bight"*** wts°S:SoS ifMsivSiiS .‘SeSir s? i* 
ue assurance of Ita (the hoat's) safetv ®““»thlng which could dive 

eiv«n; and the unwelcome conolusiofvarat 7 

the spot until broad dayli^t-tho^rh 1 lingered on 

at least of the number might yet be rescued bv^us ^®^in--ln the hope that someone 
to tell the -tale of hie companiLst fUTf * ^ floating pL.nt or spar 

Lieutenant RiSely^rnoLbotkJ^wIa^p^emft^f ce^ Passage from 

to hare reached her target and ejrploded on sSeduie.^^ allowed the Htch 

The exact manner of the exnloelo-i v>n-j«iw». / 

never be ascertained for cerSln. The sS i/tht ?? ? probably 

sjote from the shore batteries passed’ tLo^^ ?hf 

the concentration of powder and shells fireship, igniting 

that the Tripolitans sighted the Am-ric-r shio bo^'^'f opinion holds 

hl3 crew set fire to the train anrhC^ru?^^*, sind that Goners and 
the hands of the enemy. ^^ther tha:n let it fall Ihto 

; • Salnbridge records that all thirteen nr ♦>.« v At 
explosion, but he gives an account which vaHes recovered following the 

were recently found. ' Bainbridge? irc'd^wlr ^ 
allow hin to View the bodies af ^ 00 ^;" h*e reall-ed 

been that of the Intrepid, The Bashaw reluctpntv!^ t ®^Ploslon he heard had 
and^two of his lieutenants to see the bodies a^te^ S" 

of the ketch itsel/which^^ouided^^^^tETf^HiTrr^^^^^ bottom 

entrance to the harbor. Aether bodv was found in western 

accompanied the Intrepid anr^adTaT^rd^in^f .s^r^to^ 

bodies we7rfoS^“5rlhl°bTll^S°t^5^TO fi^ remaining 

icrtsr gveup ‘0. 
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teoone of the oilt'h body or whether Balohridge actlially eaw «”* >“* 
f«d5t. Wer=n the heaeh 1. hard to eay. The aooooat he dive. U ehetohy 

' ' aentloas the numher hut once. 

(^nwn that all the bodies were, 30 .jinitlla..te_d„th at 
notes down tnat axA orerlookin* 

^Is^h^L^whero they^were found and were prorlded with graree and that "they were 

ieswice which Bainbridge himself read over the graves . 

*Ph««« facts except, for the exact number of the bodies, which were ? 

aainhridae' nearly a century and a half ago, have been borne out as a resist of the 
exLuetife' investigation initiated by the Arab harbormaster of Tripoli, Muetafa . 
3ud‘chi8, and. the American consul in- that city, Mr. Orray xaft, J . 

The inveMi^tlon actually got its starjt in._153^-«ll5n. in response to an Inquiry 
r ..nm th« riSr e^bas sFln Home ' c^ceVnlng the fate of the men of the Intrepid. 

Mr Burchis'undertook a meticulous examination of old Jewish records, private 
«llo«lon oirirtter., pap.r., ond dUrle. ond intorvlewod lnnnn,rahl. do.o,nd^_t. 
of residents of Tripoli at the' time of the disaster. 

The harbormaster set down in detail the results of his investigations and wrote 
eomolete r^oort of the matter which was then transmitted to the American embassy 
VSi uL-fr^^telJ: however, this report was among American staU papers which 
wert bm-ned by embassy officials in 1941 upon the 

tton was revived last year when Mr. Burchis retraced his findings from his original 
lotis. Together with Hr. Taft, he was able once more to piece together the story 

of the five graves. 

“The Intrepid had exploded in a pass located about half way down the J-enS^^h of 
the present Lrth breakwater and all the pertinent stories he (Mr. Burchis) has 
h^rd say that five bodies had drifted up on the beach in front 

relate sTn '^“report to the State Department concerning his research. ^roa 
^■hil beach they were unceremoniously dragged to the cliff and interred in a ro^ 
pattern. 1 questioned Mr. Burchis at length as to his .'belief ia Jbe reliability . 

' 0 ^ his information and could find no flaw in his pattern of investigation, 

Mr. Toft adds. 

Kr. Taft and Mr. Burchis, together with the American vice consul, went to the 
cemetery, named the old Prote3 tanJ.^emeJer;i:^ onJhe^outs^U o^h^^^ 
directly above the’^llff where Hr. .Burchis said the t^odiee had been dragged. Mr. 
BurLhis then without hesitation picked out five graves located in the^n^^^^^^ 

corner. 

Subsequent to the burial of the bodies In 1304, Mr, Burchis explained, it 
became necessary to establish the old Protestant Cemetery for the burial of 
foreigners. Since five Americans were already known to be interred there, a wall 
was erected around the plot and the whole cem..tery was dedicated in a ceremo^ 
which was attended by the then present diplomatic and consiilar officials, including 

those of the United States. 

TJnon this Identlf ica'tion of the five bodies as being those cf five men from 
the intrepid, Mr. Taft sent a telegram to Vice Admiral Porrest ?. Sherman, USJ, 
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„ ''-osssAT.iiag the D. S. Kedltexansa.a Fleet, st&ting that he had substantial evlfiei 
p-^that the af five American sailors lost on the Intrepid in 18o4 had "beea 

^,^^:i»C 0 T«red, Admiral Shernaa iniaediatelv arranged for a visit to Trinoli c' Fee 
a. 1, Cruaen, Ccsoanier, Cruiser Division Two, and the Spokane. 

I She five unkaowa sailors who had died so vadiantly fighting for their counti 

I were given final honors in a colorful ceremony attended hy aany high diploaatle 

I military, and governaent officials,. A hand of Scottish Camerons played Bartlal 

I ausic as the detachment from the Spokane as well as a unit of the Srltlsh Aniiy 

I stationed at Tripoli marched the half a mile from the two to the j^ave site. 

I ' ■ 

I In short. addresses, Sear Aomiral Cruoen s moke on the early historv of thi. n« 

1 during the Barhary k'ars. Captain W. Marshall, DSTf ~ 

I officer of the Spokane,' narrated the Intrepid mission, and Consul Taft told of 
■ research cona ao aaeatiry the graves anc unveiled ta^ aeaorlal plague to the fi 

I heroes* lieutenant £. J, Sheridan, US!f, chaplain of the Spokene, Veld. ■a”BKori” 

* prayer, and an honor guard of Marines fired several volleys over the new graves 

I _ end played taps. — ... 

r • 

laterestingly enou|^, Joseph Earamanli , the present mayor of Tripoli end s. 
l direct descenaant of the Joseph Ea.amanli who was Bashav of Tripoli at the tins 
i, the narhary Vers, attended the ceremony with eppronlnately 50 other guests. 

i- ' . • ; , ■ - 

i The plague honoring the five nea was placed in the cemetery on the cliff 'bv 

the officers and men of the Spokane. The money for the markers was collected 
. .through v oluntary contributions. IndiHd^l placues'. vnIcF will be 
a iater oate b/^erm&nent earners, were placed near each grave. 

On each of these individual plaques is vritten: “Bere lies An Unlmown Amerlcj 
Sailor lost From CSS Intrepid in Tripoli Harbor ISOh"— a worthy’ tribute to the 
co^ageous sailors of the llary of yesterday from the sailors of the H&Ty of 


" d''\. 
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IM miV. H-4SI » 


DECK LOO— REMARKS SHEET 


tV- i»a 


UNrrcO STATt* BMIP. 




spOKAwa (g lap) 


aaittrdty 2 April 




(M) 


00^4 AnOboMd In TrlpoU, Trlpi>Ut«ail In 13 fatfaona nr imter, sand bottoa, id.th 75 XatT 

Rnahw co Xbllowl^ anehortga baarlngat Spanlah Port a4®tj Brsakaat 
LlgM lo4°tj Beacon 136^ti Beacon 0929t« Bpller nmber 2 is stesBinff Tor auxlliaxv 
SCPA la Haar Adalrol. CRDZEH, USH, CooCmDlT TVO In tho Q.S.S. SPOXANI. 0215 PurauanTTo^tha 
orders of the CcB w a nding Officer dated I April 1949» serial GXIBD/ql* suthorityt UaS# Navr Re; 
Utions 1920, OO™, K.J. 204 U 66 returned aboard ha^ oS^ted tS^riy 

duty as U*S« Navy Shore Pa trol , Tripoli, id^ ths foUoiriAg asmbers of the Shore Patroli MAX/n 
R.S. 409 81 49 CSC 0SN| AUnUAH, A.O. I34 *92 C«3 UaRTwiSSl, J. 234^ 0800 
798 35 62 UjQ USN) HAST. 570 9219 1872 IjaN) A.!. 258 08 96 BU USNi UnX. 0*W« 6'f< 

873 USNj LOTTS* C.Vf. 2 m 81 47 SR3 DSHi PmaoE, J*B. 21^6 02 76 1013 0£Mt HBIR. J.X« 6&) 17 9 CS 
mvimo. H.H. 1088339 ITO l^, UBim«.^/3l6X3 83III2 USMT^OaS PwaSini to ito Sdl? 
0295“^!^% 1949* •a«ia ..CL120^ ntttlioritjr U.3. Itt«y Ragalatlena 1948, 

^5i L7J0 C.W. STAM OSH, rstuxnad aboard Hating ocaidaiod t«iporai7 additional dutoaa Short 
^fioar at too local and olUtatp Pellot Hoildquarttra,'7tlpoll, 0315 Pnrattant to totordara e 

CU 20 /QL, authority U. 8 . Haay RagulaUana 1948 , 
0625 «7 R«H« IPIS USNi^atuzned aboa^ hav^ig ooaplatad tcBporazy additional duty aa toa aanl 
shore patrol officer, wipoli* | 

AJl. KAZEN,'-’^ 

LUO, C.8.H. 




Anchored as befcre* 


kM, HAZED, ' 

LTJO, D.S^. 

^•*'12 An^rad aa bafora. 0800 Uustardd craw at quarters} absmteeai nona. 1000 The 

A^t toe Milp for oaraaony ,to honor fi»a Anerlean sailors lost in 1804 Xroa t 
nomai.™^^^* ****** tospection- of magaainos and aaokslssa pondsr samplas} condit 

1_ L__ AJI. WA?:ilM;^ 


, toehorad as befora. I225 Ceranonlal party ratumad' aboard* 1300'Raaai*Mi ^..k 

/jovs ffnis, 

/ INS., U.SJIoR. 


Anchored ea before. 


23-24 Anchored sa before* 


-'/e/ 

JDS, u.aji. 






D.X. smsnsr, 
LUO, U.SJ<.R. 





^ N. J. MARSHALL, CAPTAIN, 


COMMANOtNO. 


KXAMlNKOi M /| 

T. A. MELUSKT, ISm, 


TO •! rOflWAMICO OmeCT to TM« 8URKAU OW NAVAL PtNMNNKL AT TMt tNO CP CACM MONTH 


t PMNfMI > IM.-O* IM 
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DECK LOQ-REMARKS SHEET 

t/KmasMoammamsmnmmBsimmKmmmmmm 




UNino STATn SMII*. 

A-.... ' 


8P0KAMB (g lap) 


Saturday 2 April 


(X>i0 


(Ms) 


(JiMa) 




iJ in 13 fai 


00^4 Anohorad in Tripoli^ TripoUttnii in 13 fathoma of viator, sand bottom, vdth 75 Uti 
of chain to the starboard anchor on foUoviii^ anchorage bearingst Spanish Fort 214^t} Breakvat 
1^^ I64®t, fwcon 13£;t 1 092^. ^BpUer ntnber 2 is steaming for auxiliary purposes. 

SOPA is Rear Adairal CRUZEN, USM, CcmCruDiv TWO in the U.S.S* SPOKANE* 0215 Pursuant to the 
orders of the Ocnmanding Officer dated 1 April 1949> serial CUaD/QL, aubhorityi U.3. Navy Rsi 
lotions 1920 , COQERRB, S.J. 204 41 66 BTC U^, returned aboard having completed tesqiMraxy addi 
duty as tl.S. Navy Shore Patrol, Tripoli, id^ the follovdng members of the Shore Patrolt UAXOl 
R.S. 409 SI 49 CSC USN} ALOERUAN^ A.O. S34 ^ 92 013 USNi ANSEL, J. 234 84 OS ISO tttDIl BOBIL. 
798 35 62 1012 USNj HAGI, J,A. 570 9219 OT2 l|8N} ^lOfT, A.L. 25S OS 96 Sa USNj lAJW, C.W. 6^5 
BT3 VSN; LOTTS, C.W. 266 61 47 Sa3 OSN} PZEROB, J.B. ^6 02 76 m USNt HERR, J.S. 650 17 9 CT 
SPAULDINO, R.N. 10SS339 PFC USUO} UENTER, fJh. 31673 S3»t2 USN. 0215 Pursuant to the orders 
Commanding Officer dated 1 April 1949, eeriia .CL120^|L, authority U.S. Navy Regulations 194S, 
0625 , LTJO C.W. STARR USN, returned aboard hating oomplsted tonporazy additional dutyas Shore 
Officer at the local and military Police Headquarters, Tripoli. 0315 Pursuant to the orders c 
emending Officer dated 1 April 1949, seri^ CU20/qL, authority U.S. Navy Regulations 1946, 
0625 LT R.H. EPLET USN, returned aboard having competed temporary additional duty as the seni 
shore patrol officer, Tripoli. 


1^8 


Anchored as before. 


A 41. HAZEN,^^ 
LTaO, U.S.N. 


A.M. HAZai, ^ 
LTJO, D.S.N. 


*'**'•12^ Anchored as before. 0800 Muster^ ersw at quarters} absaiteest none. 1000 The 
oeromonial party left the ship for ceremony Ito honor five Anerioan sailors lost in 1804 from t 


U.S.S, INTI^ID. 1015 Hade daily inspection of magazines and sadcslsss povider samplss} condit 
nonttun 


*.u. 


i ^chorsd as before. 1225 Ceremonial party returned' aboard. 1300' Received fresh 
?rovi^one for general mess from H. UOHAUMED BEN SAID, Tripoli, Trinolltanlai inanl^J* 
l^tity HATAWAT, USN and as to quality byCRoSiCK, S. ^2 714 aI 02 SsJt^eas 100 


lA-ao 


Anchored as before. 



JOHN WILLS, 
ENS., U.S.N.R. 


^ / y 


SHS, U.S.N. 


aO -24 Anchorf Approved For Release 2010/02/03 : CIA-RDP05S00620R0001 0003013^-3 
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^iustaidia Burchis* ;. ’ ' * 

Accoadt of His Research Concemliig Burial 
Place of the Aiaerican Sailors of the S,S. Intrepid 
(Translated. from Arabic by Shafic Ibrahin) ^ 


I first heard in Jiay 1938 of the five graves of the Jteierican aailora vdio f* 
died in the explosioD* of the. “Intrepid. •* • .. 1 * *' 


At the time, Italy ruled iay country and 1 vai a "marshal" working ^th the 
Tripoli Port Authorities. The rank of "marshal" was equivalent to Sergeant • 

l-lajor and it was the highest rank a Libyan could get in the Italian Armed - 
Forces. As heed of all Libyans employed at the Fort| I had a great deal of 
influence and the Italians often used my services in collecting and finding 
inf oncation . ' . 


One day Colonel Carlo Pumo, Port Commander, called me to his office — 

Port Captain liario Battaglierl was also there. The Colonel showed me a message-^ 

No. 13625— ‘received from the Civil and Political Affairs Office of the Tripolltanian 
Government informing Colonel Pumo of a telepress ecmmunication No. 212844i dated 
April 9t 1938| from the American Embassy in Rome, requesting any available in- 
formation that might lead to the discovery of the whereabouts of the graves of 
the American sailors killed in the explosion of the "Intrepid" in 1804. Even • 
if no information were available, the Embassy agreed to pay for any search made. 

• It. seemed to me that the Itallan _aq'(^higitj-o.q_ voyo Jiot very interested in 
the sub j ect , as they asked ' me to tr^ and tof ormation availabl e, jmaking 

it clear . tha t-lf. my .work .metrVPtt'h success 'the' Italian Port !^thoritles would 
not ens ure my c ompens ati on and that whatever wOTk I did would have to be ' 
reported to Rome first", and, o n igy own responsibilities. • — ■ 

* ' O l ■■ ■ — »* - -^J- --**"*^— 

That day I went, home with big dreams and great ideas. I thought of nyself 
as the discoverer of a hidden secret, a secretf of:';heroic death. I dreamed that 
the American Government woi.ild take me to America end I would be a great man. 

America was a dream to me, a dream of wealth and freedom end now I had my big 
chance of having it come true. 

I discussed the problem with my family, relatives and friends. They all 
thought that I was crazy end sounded the same question, "Bow can you find graves 
of people who died end were buried in 1804?? "Yes, how?" I asked myself and I 
had no answer. "Hovaver, against everyone’s advice I decided to take a chance 
and try* w In this decision, ;my wife stood by me and gave me all encouragement and 
help. Por me this was a chmce to make a dream come true. 

The driving force 'behind my decision goes hack to the way of life I lived 
and was living at the time '\d:en I started my search, I come from an old Moslem 
family that fought Italian colonization and kept fluting. One of my uncles 
was the Resent. King Idris' private telephonist# - when the King was our Prince, 
that was In 1914* Even now my uncle's family is known in Cyrenaica as .the 
All Al-Telephone family. During one of the many battles with the Italians, — — 

I was taken prisoner at 'the age of 12. The Italians took me from Dema to 
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Tripoli and put ms to work. Ever aince December 16, 1914, I have been vorkicg 

at the Fort. I grew up among sailors - Arabs, Italians and. many other nationall- 
ties. I could not get any formal education, I only learned to read and write 
Italian and Arabic - and my Italian, owing to more practice and use^is stronger 
than raj Arabic. I got my promotions at the Port till I became ’’marshal". This 
gave me authority over Libyans but not Italians - they were the rulers. I 
enjoyed my work as harbormaster and I loved the sea and sailors. From sailora 
I first heard of a new world, America, vdiere people are free and can become rich 
oveml^t. mind exaggerated those stories and I Imagined myself there; and 
that dream grew up with me. It would be exactly what I xrould do one day, .go to 
America, become free .and rich. 

It was that dream, perhaps my familiarity with the see, that decided me to 
find out more about the dead American sailors. ■ 

Besides the fact that those sailors were killed in 1804, in the explosion 
of the "Intrepid" in Tripoli harbor, I Imew nothing of the subject. Thus my 
first logical step was to read about its history in order that my steps might 
be guided in finding the secret that bad been hidden for almost one htmdred and 
fifty years. 

The Italian Authorities in Tripoli bad many libraries which I visited day 
aft AT day, after raj work, to read the history of the Barbary Pirates. They all 
told almost the same story in few paragraphs. I found that the American 
"Intrepid" ««« a oantu-ped Tripoli pirate shin prevlciuslv named_?I^.astlco". The 
ji ia 0 T ±a^a uaed this sailboat for dangerous missions because it could be^ saslly 
mietakan for a Tripoli tanian sailboat. As such it was used successfully in 

1803, under -ttie captaincy of Stephen Decattu* to enter Tripoli harbor and blow 
up the American "F^ladelphia" before it could be used by the Pirates. In 

1804, the "Intrepid” was sent on a more dangerous mission to blow up the Tripoli 
pirate fleet anchored in the harbor. The "Intrepid", with 13 sailors on boardy 
exploded for reasons unknown, and what became of its sailors, no book mentioned. 

Saving saturated myself with the history, I turned my attention to the 
problem of getting informetion about the dead sailors. This took me to the 
following possible sources. The first was Suleiman Bey HLaramanly who gave me 
permission to use his private collection of books, publications and manuscripts. 
This collection yielded no Informaticm to me because a large number of the publl» 
cations were in Turkish ^ch language I do not know. I was forced to get 
translators vdio could help me. 

The Castle library was of great interest but yielded no new information. 
Bowever, my constant trips to the Castle aroused the interest of an old guard 
who in his quiet manner dally inquired about ray health and my studies; and in a 
longer conversation he accidentally mentioned municipality records and. the 
Moalem Property Department records, saying that if I wanted any Information of 
my missing relatives I could find scmiething in those places, not here. 
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Pollc^ring the old man’s visdom, I carried my search to those two places. 

It the municipality I met another Kernmanli who was head end mayor of the Koslem 
oonacunity in Libya. He gave me all assistance I needed^ but there were no 
records that went as far back as 1604. It the offices of the Moslem Property 
Department I met the Director Ilmail Kernel , a Libyan historian well infoxmed of 
Libyan history and events^ but he knew nothing of the fate of the American sailors 

At this point, I found it interesting to compare the Karamanli family that 
I met - .all respectable law-abiding citizens and leading figures of the. Moslem 
coainunity. They were great grandrons of loussef Karananlirwho in 1800 ruled 
Tripoli with en iron hand and directed its piracy and the Barbery Wars with 
ruthlessnsss end intrigue. 

Kext, I visited the "Judge of Judges," President of the Moslem Couljfts, 
Mohammed Burkhis, an eld learned min end one ^o gave the impression of never 
having 'lost his touch vith old customs end habits of Bedouins. The stories be 
knew and had heard of about the naval battles between Americans and Tripoli 
Pirates were numerous, end he told me of the many ships that sank in Tripoli 
harbor- and the meny dead that were alvaya found on the Eastern shores of the city. 
The story about the Eastern shore la«<rr turned out to be a fact, later, but at 
that point, it had no significance to .me. The Judge, however, indicated in his 
conversation tb^t the Christian churches in Tripoli might know something of the 
fate of the Christian sailors. 

Seeing ths \rf.BdOE of his suggestion, I got in touch with Honsignore 
Facehinetti -vdso gave me permission to look at their registers of the dead. Two 
Catholic Brothers helped mo during my short search of 'the Cathedral’s archives. 
Daring tlxts time the Brothers told me about Christianity and its greatness and 
\rtiy of llfo, trying to convert me to their religion. It was the first tiirio I 
had heard ebe-a'- the ini'-jdal’s r:,ligion aiid I admired it and saw how near it is 
to oura bee. sure vo clto believe in One God and e moral life. The differences, 

I tliought, were uc)t Important end I remained a good Moslem. The Brothers, before 
leaving them, presentsd me with two books, .one a history of Libya vnritten by a 
Pedu cf th. Apccteliu Klaslon, the second bock was a history of "Catholic 
Papacy’’ viileh I reed careifully end which enlightened me greatly. 

far 

work bad so/tdtrz zi about three months; it got me no nearer to my goal 
but I benafltoA f2*or. tha study. I also become so interested that I resolved 
never to give up* Ths more I pursued, the greater my interest became. 

I resorted n<r.t to the itrabic end Italian newspapers . Sheik Ifohammed Al- 
Msurati was Editor oi' the Arabic paper end also a teacher of the Koran. The 
Sheik was a well traveled man and wsll read. Fe told me of a story he had read 
while in Egypt in 'ons of the Egyptian publications (whose name he did not 
remember) - a story of ths 1804 Naval Battle in Tripoli; the story mentioned 
that "many" American sailors were killed during the Karamanli Wars and that 
those sailers were buried cn the Eastern shorS of Tripoli. The Sheik then 
added his logical conclusion maybe that is why the English cemetery started 
there." As a last word, on departing from the office the Sheik said to me, 
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dcm’fyoii try the Old City; the elder Sheiks night renenber things, but you 
nust be careful how you approach then." 

I departed from the Press Office in high spirits, and made my way to the 
British Counsnlftte, Mr. llaclelan, who in the presence of his Maltese secret^, 
Robert Ghirlando, received me with open anilej I told them of my mission and 
asked then directly of any information that they could give me. Ify manner ws 
perhaps too forceful, for I thought that those people had the secret I had been 
after and that they should give it to me. I was impatient. Their mann« changed 
they answered very coldly that a quest like that was not in their lue, 
they knew nothing of it. and that they had already written an answer to the 
imerican Embassy in Ronfe in response to its request, saying that they knew 
nothing of the sailors. 

Thus rebuffed, I went home as usual and felt like giving up all hope. By 
now all my friends and relatives thought I was foolish and unstable. My wife, 
as ever, was by my side and I talked to her at great length of my work so far. 

I did not and was not expecting my wife to be helpful because women, to us, 
are busy at horr.e and not interested in men‘s problems. Suddenly she suggested 
that I go to Benghazi end then to Egypt to check on the story and talk to 
Libyan historians in Benghazi. Maybe some one of them would know. 

• Why I accented the suggestion, I don't know, maybe because I was t^ed and 
wanted to go away. I cheered up and made reedy to leave, taktog time off ftrom 
aw work. Then came the problem of finance. 1'^ wife even sold her jewels to 
help pay earoenses. Ky stay in the East proved only one po^t, that any in- , / » 
formation leading to definite facts had to be taken from old related stories 
and that meant back to Tripoli. 

Back in Tripoli I was at my work again in my office waiting for some 
opportune time to go out and start getting information as to the best sources 
from which to hear the ancient stories. 

Finally, I got an afternoon off and I was at the Karltlme Agent's Office, 
Simon Andrea Farrugia. Signor Andrea told ms of the many stories he had 
beardSl stories told by the elders among the Jewish Cowrunity still living in 
tha 33 City. These stories told of the bodies that were buried on the East 

Coast of the harbor. - 

These constant references to the Eastern Coast convinced me that I 
follow this line of research. Life in the Old City and the ancient traditiona 
made approach to the people difficult. A direct approach would pt me nowhere. 

To I stS-ted getting friendly with people, spending afternoros sipping tea and 
smoking and exchanging atorles. One of these old men ps iiswjjo 
almost one hundred years old at the time; he remembered his father telling 
of great explosions in Tripoli Harbor in the year 1804, pd grep fires 
kept the cSy excited for days. Those were of ships pp b^ed in the harbor 
and resulted in many, many American sailors being 

buried where they were found on the Eastern Coast of Tripoli, fcatuma then 
took me to the house of the aged Here Shaloam Akub|who took me around and saw to 
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- that I became a friend of the elder Jewish Community. The stated purpose of 

? visits was to have ny fortune told. Over cups of tea and smokes my fortune 

was told time and time again. A great friendship developed between us. and 
stories were exchanged till the “Intrepid" history came up .and here my interest 
was at its greatest^ Most of - the people had heard stories^ from their fathers 
and grandfathers of&ev bodies of American sailors that were buried on the 
Eastern shorea of the harbor exactly where the English cemetery is now, A 
Maltese seaman of about ei^ty-five remembered his father and cous^ telling 
the same stories and said that there were five bodies that were burled where 
the Protestant cemetery is now. This was further confirmed by "Bakka," which 
means in literary translation “bedbug"; Bakka was an astrologer and a fortune 
teller (he died directly after the British occupation of Tripoli). Ke was 
fairly sure that the British or Portestant cemetery was started because of the 
five' unknown graves . 

That next deyy after work, I decided to make another visit to the British 
Consulate. Buring the morning in my office Mohammed Zentuti| Port Pilot, was 
asking me whether I had learned anything in my quest. and we talked about the 
“Intrepid"; during that con's ersation I learned that currents in the port area 
are directed often to tho Eastern shore. Since the present seawalls did not 
exist at the time of the Berbary Wars, that could explain exactly how the bodies 
of sailors could be washed to that location, ^ ray mind, I became posit ly <i. 
that th e fiv e urkuovn graves in the nc.r Pr ote sisn t cejq&Cery^^exeulBe. --graiiaa JL. 
was'lTboldng lar. " ' 

Thus I returned to the British Consulate. This time I was calm, quiets and 
sure of myself . I talked dffferently than on the occasion of my first visix. 

I was after facts, • . 

My first question was when and how did the British cemetery start. It 
t^anaed out that in 1830 . the wife of the Brit i sh Consul in Tripoli. Mrs. 

Warington, died»and that /- not v».a foiT^Surle l. Why was that particular 

place chosen? ^ter all, n't time .'■.t was a deserted, lonely place. The 
answer w r.s, b ecaus? thcro wer" * already five graves there 'Relieved to be of 
bhristii^s buri rd i n tho begi nrJ ng cf th e centu ry. ^ V/hen the wife of tEiFCbnstil 
■ifas buried, the” place wus veiT^’~£ncncepT" as a '^rol"eatant Cemetery. I was 
extremely excited by then and said to the British Consiil, “these five graves 
are the ones I am lookirr; fox'. They ere the five American sailors killed In 
the “Intrepid" explosion." 

I then inspected the cemetery and the graves, and sesne additional questioning . 
confirmed to me the facts, I wrote my report in Italian. The report had 
original maps of the CDLd Fort area and the location and other illustrations 
drawn of the site of 'the graves. The Port Comuander, Colonel Puno, in the 
presence of Captain Marlb.Eattagherl, received my work to b© forwarded to the 
American Embassy in Rena. That was .in 1939} a year after I first started my 
work; the war bad alreedy started. My hopes fell soon after my report had been 
sent. Italy was an enemy of the United States in the war. What happened to my 
work, I don't know. Almcst ten years of war passed by and I forgot that work. 
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However, ay friends and relatives were convinced of the fact that, after all, 
Mustafa Burchis was not a fool, and he did discover the secret and had reached 
his goal. 

It was after the war on the sixth day of June, 1948, I was having a drink 
with some friends and reading the local Arabic paper, '•Tarablus Al-Gharb" vdien 
I came across a notice saying that the American Government was going to open a 
Consulate in Tripoli and that Mr. Taft will be first Consul. This notice re- 
vived a dead hope and I said to myself, here is a chance again. This time. I 
will deal directly vdth the representatives of the United States Government. 

The American Consulate opened on the 19th of October, 1948. On December 2Cth, 

I sent my first letter to Consul Taft, reviewing my story and ending the letter 
thus, "I am at the disposal of the United States Government in order to let you 
know the fate of these heroic sailors.” 


• On the 26th of January, h’i*. Crray Taft, Jr.jsent me a message informing me 
that my letter had been forwarded to Rcmie. This was followed on Karch 2nd, by a 
letter fros- K:. Taft, saying ”... .this office would appreciate information' on 
the location of the graves...” 

The day las a memorable day to me when on Monday, 2l5t of March 194S, I 
went to the United States Consulate and gave them my information. On the 23rd, 
t wo cays,. late r. I w as request ed .ta.ffieet >^.,...Teft urgently, and was informed thll 
g f^ormation has Been acc epted as correct and That the Unltad had 

(fecided on a special ceremony* on the'"^d of -April to conmemofate'the dea^and 
burial of those brave sailors. 


Thus it took place that through hard continuous work I discovered the graves 
of the five unknown United States sailors who bravely cacie to their death in thi 
explosion of the "Intrepid" and whose graves are now a symbol of a >eriod of 
history when the United States was at war with Tripoli. These graves are known 
now to all Ar.ericans who visit these shores. and a memorial ceremony is held 
every yefer. / 
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